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Aujourd’hui je ferai une différence!

Message from the Principal:
We cannot express how happy we are to welcome you to the 2020/2021
School Year! Although it will be a year of new routines and safety procedures, it will be a pleasure to also rekindle our relationships, and to learn
and laugh together!
Our TVDSB School Board and Board of Health have worked relentlessly
during the past several months to create new rules and routines that will
be in place as we begin this year. The purpose of this correspondence is to
help prepare your family for some of these changes. However, we also
must remember that practices will continue to evolve.
•

Students will spend most of their day with their own class (cohort).

•

Recess times will be staggered for students in K1/2, primary and junior/intermediate. We will also be
using the entire yard for each group of classes in order to maximize safe distancing.

•

All school doors will be locked during the instructional day. Parents are asked to call the school if they
would like to make an appointment. Until a doorbell is installed by the main outer door by the office, we
will post our school phone number for unexpected visits.

•

If a student is late for school, they will line up outside of the building and enter one at a time for sign in.
(Fingers are crossed that this new board policy will encourage students to arrive at school in a timely
fashion! ☺)

•

Parents are permitted on the property, but may only enter the school by appointment.

•

Masks must always be worn inside the school by all students. Students in grades 4-8 may be sent home
if they are non-compliant.

•

When students return from outside recess, where masks are not mandatory, they will put their mask on
before entering the school. Parents, please plan with your children about how to carry masks outside so
that they will stay clean. (Pants with pockets are one good option.)

•

Please provide a refillable and labelled water bottle. Water stations are available to refill bottles, but
drinking spouts are not.

•

With the exception of indoor shoes and school supplies, personal items will be returned home each
night.

•

You may consider purchasing everyday school supplies for your child, as well as a labeled pencil case or
ziploc bag for storage. A list of suggested purchases may be provided by individual teachers.

•

We will not be using individual school planners/agendas this year. Instead, communication will occur
through Brightspace, Google classroom, School Messenger, or email.

•

If your child rides the bus, please review safety rules. Siblings will share seats when possible, wear
masks, and must remain in their own seat.

•

At this point, extra-curricular events and assemblies are on hold.

•

We hope that our library will open later in September and that our instrumental music program will
begin soon after.

This list was long, and certainly not exhaustive, but it’s okay. We’ll get through it. This will be a year of relationships, routines, and reassurance, but we’re together again, which is a great step. Our sense of optimism
will shine through as we work together to ensure that our students continue to make gains in academic
achievement and acquire valuable social and emotional skills.
As you know, your comments and concerns are important to us. Please call the office anytime to book an appointment.

Mme C. Jovichevich, Principal

Mme T. Buchanan, Vice Principal

We are currently planning first day routines for students. Last names beginning with A-L will attend September 14 & 15, those beginning with M-Z will attend on September 16 & 17, and all students will attend on Friday, September 18. Details will be shared soon.

Attendance
•

If your child will be absent or late for school, please call our attendance line at
1-844-305-3756. This line is available 24 hours. Or you can report the absence
through the smartphone mobile app (after setting up an account through
www.tvdsb.ca/schoolmessenger) using the App store: SchoolMessenger or
Google Play: SchoolMessenger The toll-free attendance phone number remains the same: 1-844-3053756!

•

Now and then a child is late for school. Every effort should be made by our students to get to school on
time. Teachers welcome students each day and layout their plans for the day. If you are late, the classroom routine is affected and your child may miss some valuable instruction.

•

In order to maintain the learning environment for all our students, it is essential that you inform us of
any alternate departure arrangements for your child before each school day. This will allow us to ensure that your child is ready and waiting for you at the office at the requested time. We have observed
that we are often overwhelmed with last minute dismissal requests near the end of the day. This is a
very important time of the day as we work to ensure that all of our students are prepared to safely
go home with all of their materials. We will therefore, not be interrupting classes and end of the day
routines after 2:15 p.m. These requests will be granted only if they are an emergency and authorized by
administration.

Police Checks
Field trips are on hold at this time. Once the opportunity presents itself and you would like to volunteer on
your child’s field trip you will need to provide a police check (dated within 6 months) to the school. We will
take a copy only and you will be able to keep the original for other volunteering opportunities.

Offence Declarations
If you have provided the school with a police check within the last year, an offence declaration needs to be
signed and submitted to the office yearly. After five years, a new police check must be provided. Offence declarations can be found on the parent portal to print. We thank you for volunteering with your child’s class – your time is appreciated!

Student information and Emergency Contact Sheets have been made available in the Parent Portal. Please
review the information provided. If the information is incorrect, please print off a copy, make necessary
changes and return to the office.

Please do not park in the staff parking lot (located on the east side of the building) at any
time. Also, do not park in the bus loading zones before 8:15 A.M. or after 2:15 P.M.

8:15 A.M.—9:55 A.M.
9:55 A.M.—10:35 A.M.
10:35 A.M.– 12:15 P.M.
12:15 P.M.—1:05 P.M.
1:05 P.M.— 2:45 P.M.
2:45 P.M.

Instruction Time
Morning Break
Instruction Time
Afternoon Break
Instruction Time
Dismissal

At Kensal Park we have some students with a life-threatening allergy to peanuts.
Please explain to your child the importance of never sharing food with other students since many foods contain peanut oil or by-products. We request that all our
students refrain from bringing peanut products (or products that are similar in nature) to school since the oils from nuts can be passed on when a student who has
eaten peanut products simply touches a computer keyboard, desk or table. We
thank you all for your help and understanding. If your child has a severe allergy of any kind, please be sure to
inform the teacher and the school office. Kensal Park also participates in the “No Child Without” program
which offers a medic-alert bracelet free of charge to any student at our school who has an allergy. Information is available from our school office.

To ensure children with potentially life-threatening medical conditions remain safe while attending school,
TVDSB requests Parents/Guardians update the necessary medical information on the Parent Portal so that an
Individual Plan of Care (IPOC) for the student can be reviewed by the school’s administration. Medical conditions considered potentially life – threatening may include:
•
Asthma
•
Anaphylaxis
•
Epilepsy
•
Type 1 Diabetes
•
Any other potentially life threatening condition that could result in a medical incident* (Discuss with
your school administrator)
Parent/Guardians can provide important information about their child’s life-threatening or prevalent medical
condition by logging into the TVDSB Parent Portal and clicking on the following tab: Student Medical Information. Once an Individual Plan of Care is submitted, the school administrator will then review the information. Parents/Guardians may be contacted for further information, if required.
Parents/Guardians who cannot access the Parent Portal on the internet should contact the school office.
Please note that Parents/Guardians are expected to be active participants in supporting the management of
the student’s prevalent medical condition(s) while the student is in school. It is the responsibility of Parents/
Guardians to inform the school of such conditions to ensure the student’s safety at school.
*A medical incident is a circumstance that requires an immediate response and monitoring, since the incident may progress to an emergency requiring contact with the Emergency Medical Services – 911.

Southwestern Ontario
Student Transportation Services
www.mybigyellowbus.ca
BusPlanner Delays App: Push Notifications for School Vehicle Delays and
Cancellations
The BusPlanner Delays app is available for both iPhone and Android devices and is free.
Instructions for Students/Parents/Guardians:
1. Download the free app to your device.
2. When asked for an access code, enter MBYB.
3. Select “For My Child’s Transportation”.
4. Select the school(s) from the list.
5. Select the bus run numbers (AVAILABLE IN THE PARENT PORTAL) – make
sure you add both AM and PM bus run numbers, especially if your student
has different bus assignments in the morning and afternoon.

We will be continuing Boomerang Lunches at Kensal Park to
help make a difference in our environment.
Purpose
•

To increase awareness of the amount of waste
created in one day’s lunch

•

To encourage the use of reusable containers

•

To discourage the use of disposable containers.

The boomerang lunch program focuses on important objectives! We hope to reduce waste and encourage
students and their families to review and rethink the way they prepare and package lunch and snack foods.
HOW IT WORKS: All pre-packaged waste from your child’s lunches and snacks will be returned home in the
lunch bags. This includes any packaging, plastic bags and wrapping.
WHY BOOMERANG LUNCHES? It’s the right thing to do for our environment! An audit reveals that most
lunch waste in our school comes from disposable packaging of single use food items, such as plastic bags, yogurt cups, and juice boxes. It’s estimated that the average school age child using a disposable lunch produces
67 pounds (30 Kg) of lunch waste per school year! At Kensal Park School, that translates into nearly 56 950
pounds (25 832 Kg) of waste! Although some of this waste is made of recyclable materials, it is still a huge
cost to transport, and process these items. We teach our students that reducing waste is the number one
choice when looking at the four “R’s”. The fourth “R” is to re-think what choices we make. Encouraging the
use of re-usable containers will reinforce that children can be part of the solution to our waste problems.
Boomerang lunches enable parents to see what their children are actually eating during the day.
A boomerang lunch also provides parents with first-hand knowledge of the eating habits and preferences of
the child. By bringing home the leftovers you will see what’s been eaten or not.
We hope to work together to make Earth Day every day!
Kensal Park Club Eco-École

Due to COVID-19, hot lunches will not be offered at this time.

Kensal Park encourages students and staff to express their individuality and personal choice through their
manner of dress. In doing so, all students and staff are expected to dress in a respectful manner that is appropriate and safe for school activities.
Clothing choices will ensure that:
•

Bare back or midriff are not visible

•

Undergarments are covered

•

Chest and upper thighs are appropriately covered. It is recommended that skirts/shorts/dresses be
mid-thigh length

•

Footwear is safe for all types of school activities and is worn at all times

•

Headwear of any type (i.e. baseball caps, hats and hoods) is not worn inside the school, except when
required for medical or religious reasons

•

No vulgar, profane or discriminatory language or imagery is visible on clothing or accessories nor the
advertising of products that are illegal for minors to purchase

In the event of a dress code violation, a reasonable effort will be made to contact parents as well as address
the issue with the student. The dress code will be shared with teachers, parents and students in September
and again in April each year as well as posted on the school website. All teachers and parents are encouraged to review the contents of the dress code with students. The final decision will rest with the administration.

Election & First Council Meeting 2020/2021 School Year
The first school council meeting will be held virtually on September 28 at 6:30 pm and nomination forms will
be submitted digitally.
All KP parents are invited to become involved in the School Council. More details to follow.
Your school council needs YOU!!

