
Techno-Cardinals 

 

With increasing frequency, children bring cell phones, iPods, MP3’s and expensive 

electronic devices to school.  Realizing that many of these devices provide excellent 

opportunities for learning, we have established guidelines which pair our character 

education initiative with digital citizenship. It is important that students are respectful 

and responsible in their use of these devices. We will discuss the guidelines and work 

with the students to reinforce appropriate educational use of these items. The 

guidelines will be posted on the school website as well, for your reference. 

 

At Kensal Park, we support and encourage the use of multiple technologies to enhance, 

strengthen and diversify education. To that end we will allow students to use those 

technologies in the class at the discretion of the presiding teachers. If any of those 

technologies serve to distract students from their studies over time, we will seek to 

further educate structure and communicate with both the students and parents. 

 

Teachers may, if needed, confiscate a technological tool if it is used inappropriately for 

non-educational means (e.g., social media, games, taking pictures / video, texting, 

phoning, overall distraction, etc.).  



Techno-Cardinals Student Guidelines 

1. Students may use personally owned mobile technology devices at school for educational purposes only 

when permission is granted by the applicable teacher. 

2. Mobile technology devices include, but are not limited to, laptops, netbooks, tablets, iPads, iPod 

Touches, smartphones and eReaders. 

3. Before bringing a personally owned mobile technology device to school, students should record its serial 

number and maintain that information at home. Students should clearly label the device and its 

peripherals, such as cables or headphones, with the student’s first and last names. 

4. Any mobile technology device that is brought to school should have a fully charged battery at the 

beginning of the day. Students should take the device home on a daily basis to recharge the battery. 

5. Students are responsible at all times for complying with the Student Code of Conduct, Student 

Technology Acceptable Use Policies and Guidelines, and the conditions outlined in this document. 

6. Students may not disable or attempt to disable Kensal Park’s technology settings or filters. 

7. Students must use Kensal Park’s wireless network connection when at school. Kensal Park is not 

responsible for charges that may occur from accessing other connections. 

8. Students must keep electronic comments and posts relevant to the course content and consistent with 

educational purposes. 

9. Students must obtain permission from a teacher or administrator before recording, taking pictures, or 

publishing images, information, or works of individuals or groups. Recordings and pictures may be taken 

for teacher-approved projects only, and permission must be obtained for each instance. 

10. Personal technology devices must be silent during class except when used for educational purposes with 

teacher permission. 

11. No student will be required to bring a personally owned technology device to school. 

12. Kensal Park employees, schools, or the board will not be responsible for lost, damaged or stolen items. 

13. It is not the responsibility of Kensal Park staff to troubleshoot individual devices during the school day. 

Students should check the owner’s manual for information about network connectivity or specific 

features. 

14. A teacher or administrator may confiscate any technology device that is used for non-educational 

purposes during class or any device that is a disruption at any time. 

15. Any technology device used to bully, threaten, or endanger the physical safety or emotional well-being 

of others will be confiscated, held for disciplinary action, and if necessary, provided to law enforcement 

authorities. 

16. Personally owned technology devices not retrieved by students or parents by the end of the school year 

will be disposed of, and when feasible, recycled. 

17. Use of student-owned technology devices for personal purposes (e.g., texting or calling for personal 

purposes, such as contacting a parent / guardian) will be subject to approval by school staff. 

18. Respect the teacher’s professional judgment as to when and how the Personal Electronic Device (PED) is 

to be used. 

19. Devices are not allowed in washrooms or change rooms and should be stored as directed by the teacher 

when not in use. 

20. For safety reasons, students should not be using their devices when moving through the halls. 

21. Volume / ring tones should be turned off in class unless permission is given by the teacher. 

22. The device is to be used as a learning tool; it should be kept on the desktop for easy access once the 

teacher has approved usage. 

23. Follow the expectations as outlined in the guidelines. 



I understand that I may face legal or disciplinary action according to applicable law or written board policies and 

guidelines if I violate any of these procedures. 

Student Name (printed): _________________________________________ Grade: ___________________ 

Student Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: ____________________ 

Parent Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: ____________________ 

  



Techno-Cardinals 
 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
As part of our school improvement plan goal to be a high performing, technology-rich school with leading-edge 

learning experiences that promote engagement, creativity, critical thinking and achievement, we will begin 

allowing students to bring personally owned mobile technology devices to school for educational purposes. 

What is Techno-Cardinals? 
Techno-Cardinals is the policy of allowing students to use their own mobile technology devices at school. 

What are the advantages of Techno-Cardinals?  
• Support for the goals of the school improvement plan. 

• More engaging classroom activities 

• Increased hands-on access to technology devices for students. 

• Less time spent teaching students how to use electronic devices since students already know how to 

use the electronic equipment they own 

What are the specific policies regarding Techno-Cardinals? 
Refer to the Techno-Cardinals Student Guidelines document to read the specific guidelines. 

Are parents required to purchase mobile devices for their son or daughter? 
No. The goal of the policy is to allow students who already own mobile devices (and most likely already use 

them at home) to bring them into the classroom and use them during class with the permission of the teacher. 

What if a parent does not want his/her son or daughter to take a personally owned device to school? 
This is the prerogative of the parent. Participation in Techno-Cardinals is completely optional, and no student 

will be penalized for not bringing a device. 

How often will the mobile devices be used? 
The amount that Techno-Cardinals devices will be used will vary greatly between teachers and between 

subjects. It is important to remember that personally owned devices may only be used when explicit permission 

is granted by the classroom teacher. 

Will all teachers be participating in Techno-Cardinals? 
Utilizing Techno-Cardinals is a significant change in the way a teacher delivers content knowledge. Some 

teachers will be able to embrace the change more quickly than others. The subject matter will also play a 

significant role in the extent to which that mobile technology is utilized. 

Will students be able to use their devices anytime they want to? 
No. The use of mobile devices within each classroom will be controlled by each classroom teacher. Kensal Park is 

committed to educate its students on the safe and proper way to use technology, including Internet access. 

Good digital citizenship will be stressed. 

How might the devices be used? 
The way the device is used will vary by teacher, grade level and course of study.  

What type of devices are going to be used? 
Mobile technology devices include, but are not limited to, laptops, netbooks, tablets, iPads, iPod Touches, 

smartphones and eReaders. 

Are parents required to purchase additional software? 
No. 



What if the device gets stolen? 
Kensal Park will not be responsible for any theft, loss or damage to a student mobile device. Students should 

keep their devices with them or safely secured when available. In addition, students are encouraged to clearly 

label all devices and peripherals. 

How will students access the Internet with their mobile devices? 
Students will access the Internet through the school’s WiFi network. Students will not be able to access their 

home folders or other network folders through this connection. In addition, it is required that students connect 

through this network (rather than through their own mobile data connections) while at school. 

Can students print from their mobile devices? 
No, students will not be able to print from their mobile devices. 

What happens if a student doesn’t know how to work their device? 
Kensal Park cannot supply tech support for student-owned devices. A student must refer to the handbook that 

came with the device. If a teacher has time and the tech skill to solve the problem he or she may assist the 

student. (It is unrealistic to expect each teacher to be a tech expert on every device.) Since the students will be 

using their own technology devices, this is generally not an issue. An advantage of Techno-Cardinals is that 

students are bringing to school devices that they are already comfortable using. 

 

  



How Students Might Leverage Techno-Cardinals 

Students Can Consume Information 

 Research – find the answer to... (Internet) 

 Read documents on own device (Good reader, etc.) 

 Read books (Nook, Kindle, iBooks, etc.) 

 Access tutorials (Khan Academy, YouTube, websites, etc.) 

 Access online textbooks (Internet, specific publishers’ apps) 

Students Can Interact With the Curriculum & Others 
• Whiteboard to practice working out problems (DoodleBuddy, Whiteboard, etc.) 

• Create and review notecards for classes (www.quizlet.com, Flashcards*, etc.) 

• Note taking by writing or typing (Evernote, Penultimate, etc.) 

• Photograph and label diagrams, graphs, slides or other visuals to refer to later (Camera, 

• Evernote, Edmodo, TagWriter) 

• Scan QR codes to gather information, navigate to specific web resources, check their own work or 

participate in other QR code activities designed by the teacher (i-Nigma) 

• Use their devices as a remote response system – “clickers” (Socrative) 

• Annotate documents (scribble & markup on a handout using an app) (neu.annotate) 

• Fill out Google Docs forms or online quizzes for immediate feedback (Google app) 

• Answer teacher polls to check for understanding, interests, etc. (Internet, Poll Everywhere) 

• Learn from each other by making and reading posts in a safe and protected social learning network 

(Edmodo) 

Students can Organize Themselves 

• “Scan” in paper handouts to store and retrieve, never to be “lost” again (Doc Scan HD, 

• Evernote, etc.) 

• Keep a calendar of assignments, to-do lists, meetings, etc. (Google calendar, native calendar, 

• Remember the Milk, etc.) 

• Access their files stored in the cloud (Dropbox, Evernote, Google Docs, email, etc.) 

• Record lectures/notes (sound recorder) 

• Create voice memos (voice memo) 

Students can Create Original Works 
• Create Mind Maps to organize concepts & information (Mindjet, IdeaSketch, etc.) 

• Create Slideshows and Presentations (Google Docs, Keynote, etc.) 

• Write & publish original works (Sock Puppets, Paper, Fotobabble, etc.) 

• Maintain a student blog (www.kidblog.org)  


